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The topic of electronic documents as a means of proof represents
one of the most significant legal transformations brought about by digital
development. The Algerian legislator has sought to adapt to this shift by
establishing a legal framework to regulate electronic documents and

define the conditions for their admissibility as evidence.

In Chapter One, the study addresses the definition and nature of the
electronic document, starting with its conceptualization and distinguishing
it from traditional paper—based documents in terms of form, nature, and
legal value. It also examines the characteristics of electronic
documents—such as their digital nature, ability to be stored and
retrieved, and the possibility of being electronically signed—along with
the legal requirements that must be met to ensure their validity, including
reliability and data integrity. The chapter further explores the types of
electronic documents, distinguishing between official documents that
require the involvement of a public officer under specific procedures and

private documents used in everyday transactions between individuals.

Chapter Two focuses on the evidentiary value of electronic
documents, analyzing the core elements that confer legal weight,
particularly electronic writing and electronic signatures, along with the
conditions necessary for each. It also explores the legal status of such
documents, emphasizing the principle of equivalence between electronic
and paper documents, provided certain legal conditions are met.
Additionally, the chapter highlights the legal effects of electronic

documents as evidence, particularly their role in reinforcing legal certainty



in digital transactions and facilitating the proof process before courts, with
reference to applicable Algerian laws, especially Law 15-(04 concerning

electronic signatures and certification.

Thus, it becomes clear that the Algerian legislator has taken
important steps toward establishing a comprehensive legal system that
aligns with digital transformation and ensures the effectiveness of
electronic documents as reliable legal evidence, striking a balance

between technological progress and legal security.

Keywords: Electronic Document, Electronic Writing, Legal

Authenticity






