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This dissertation is an attempt to study one of the most important
elements of artistic structure in the novel, namely the element of time,
through the novel Khawatim Qatila by the Algerian writer Mourad
Boukerzaza. Time in narrative works is considered one of the essential
components that control the progression of storytelling, contribute to the
arrangement of events and the organization of their interrelationships,
reveal the psychological and social dimensions of characters, and grant

the narrative its distinctive rhythm .

Thedissertation is based on examining how time is employed in this
detective novel, whose structure relies . manipulating narrative time and

to explore how techniques such as flashback, foreshadowing, narrative

frequency, and narrative duration are utilized within the text, in addition
to highlighting the aesthetic and semantic functions of these temporal
techniques of narrative time, reviewing the definitions and critical
approaches that addressed this subject in both Arabic and Western
literary criticism, with a particular focus on the theories of Gérard
Genette and his key concepts related to narrative time. The second
chapter is practical, in which the researcher analyzes the manifestations
of time within the novel Khawatim Qatila, by identifying instances of

flashback, determining sites of dramatic and explanatory foreshadowing,
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as well as tracing the narrative frequency and the variation in narrative

duration according to the nature of the events.

At the conclusion of the study, the dissertation found that the writer
Mourad Boukerzaza successfully employed the element of time in a
conscious and skillful manner, granting the novel its distinctive narrative
rhythm. He managed to create an atmosphere of tension and suspense
while enhancing the psychological and dramatic dimensions of the
characters. Thus, the study affirms that time in the novel is not merely a
fixed framework for containing events, but rather an active and effective
element in constructing the narrative and highlighting its aesthetic and

semantic dimensions.
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