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Abstract:

This study aims to answer the following research question: What are the
most significant meanings and interpretations that can be derived through the
application of the mechanisms of the German Reception Theory, particularly the
concepts of gaps and the horizon of expectations? This will be explored through
an analysis of various aspects of the novel Arssess, in an effort to uncover its
deeper meanings and underlying messages. The author, Ahmad Al-Hamdan,
skillfully integrates elements of fantasy into the narrative, which sparks the
reader’s curiosity and breaks the monotony of traditional storytelling. This adds
an aesthetic and artistic dimension to the novel, as it presents new and
unconventional ideas that bring it closer to achieving what is known as "the
literariness of literature.” Additionally, the use of textual gaps plays a significant
role in meaning-making, granting the reader the opportunity to participate in
interpreting the events. This strengthens the interaction between the text and the
reader, creating suspense and openness to multiple interpretations—precisely

what Reception Theory seeks to accomplish.



