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Abstract:

Free zones are considered one of the effective mechanisms in promoting intra-Arab
trade, due to the regulatory and customs advantages they offer, especially in light of
the limited trade integration among Arab countries. This study focused on the
experience of the United Arab Emirates, through a theoretical and econometric
analysis of the contribution of free zones—particularly via re-exports—to trade
exchange with GCC countries during the period 2018-2023.

The econometric results using EViews software showed that re-export is a
statistically significant variable that positively affects trade volume, whereas the
logistics performance index did not have the expected influence. The study also
highlighted persistent challenges such as weak customs coordination and legislative
disparities, which continue to limit the efficiency of free zones. These issues remain
open for future research aimed at strengthening Arab economic integration through
free zone mechanisms.

Key words:

Free zones, Intra-trade,
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