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1  L’histoire, Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS), Paris, France, 1998, p 294.  



 

 

                                                      



 

 

  

  

                                                      



 

 

 

                                                      



 

 

  

                                                      



 

 

 

  

                                                      

2 Albert Devoulx, Ahd Aman ou règlement politique et militaire, R.A, vol 4, A. Jourdan Libraire-Éditeur, 

Alger, 1859-1860, p p 211-213. Et : Alphonse O'Kelly, op.Cit, p 71. 
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Summary: 

In the 19th century, Tunisia underwent political, economic, social, and cultural reforms 

aimed at modernizing the state and addressing various challenges. The first Arab constitution 

was issued in 1861, and efforts were made to modernize the administration and the army, 

although implementation remained limited. The Tunisian government enjoyed relative 

autonomy from the Ottoman Empire, especially during the reign of the Husainid Beys, which 

allowed for economic reforms during the rule of Hammuda Pasha. These included 

developments in trade, taxation, and traditional industries. However, financial crises and 

growing foreign debt eventually led to the imposition of the French protectorate in 

1881.Socially, Tunisian society consisted of peasants and artisans and suffered from poverty, 

slavery, and epidemics. The state sought to address these issues by modernizing the education 

system. These reforms faced popular resistance, most notably the Ben Ghedhahem Revolt in 

1864, and waves of migration emerged as people protested the conditions. Popular poetry also 

reflected the suffering of the people, serving as a means of expressing their problems. 

Keywords: Tunisian Regency, reforms, Beys, financial crisis, 19th century, general conditions 



 
 



 
 


