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Summary :

Orientalism is an intellectual movement in various studies of the Eastern world,
encompassing various aspects and fields, such as its civilizations, languages, culture, history,
and literature. French Orientalism emerged as a branch or part of the global Orientalist
movement. This movement is considered the most dangerous of all Orientalists, given its
schemes aimed at extending religious, cultural, and artistic control, particularly in an
attempt to eliminate an Arab Muslim nation or people with their own principles and rights.
Undoubtedly, it was closely linked to French colonial efforts, thanks to the strength of these
Orientalists, who were able to study Algeria in particular and uncover its secrets. They
employed all methods and strategies to erase the Algerian nation's identity, undermine its
faith, fragment its society, and force it to follow Western cultures, focusing on Algerian
women as the developing element of Algerian society. French Orientalism also sought to
erase Algerian culture and arts, replacing them with a fragile art bearing Western meanings
and manifestations inspired by Christian origins. Etienne Dinet is one of the most prominent
French Orientalists who lived in and was fascinated by Algeria, deeply influenced by its
cultural and religious environment. His work demonstrates this through his realistic and
spiritual portrayal of life in Algeria. Etienne Dinet continues to generate controversy today,
both among those who accept it and among those who reject it.
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