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Abstract

From 1971 to 2004, the UAE experienced rapid and profound economic and
social transformations. These changes began after the formation of the union and
the exploitation of oil resources, which were the main driver of economic growth. QOil
revenues were invested in developing infrastructure such as roads, ports, airports,
healthcare institutions, and more, which contributed to improving the standard of
living and modernizing lifestyles. Over time, the country adopted a policy of
economic diversification to reduce dependence on oil. This included strengthening
sectors such as trade, tourism, and transportation, and establishing free zones to

attract foreign investments.

On the social level, the economic boom contributed to improvements in education,
healthcare, and housing, and transformed lifestyles from traditional to modern urban
ones. This development also led to the influx of foreign labor, which brought along
negative effects, particularly the demographic imbalance between foreign workers
and citizens. This imbalance impacted national identity, and some customs and

traditions declined due to the rapid changes and cultural openness.

Keywords: UAE, economic transformations, social transformations
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