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Abstract:

From the 2nd to the 5th century AH, the Central Maghreb witnessed the
emergence of the three most powerful Berber tribes in the western Islamic
lands, which played significant political and ideological roles throughout this
period. These tribes were the Sanhaja, Kutama, and Zanata. The latter
managed to maintain a strong presence throughout the medieval period,
participating in religious life with its various sectarian affiliations (lbadi,
Sunni, Mu'tazili), as well as in political life, sometimes appearing as an
opposing force and at other times as a supporter of the three major powers:
the Fatimid state, the Sanhaja state in both its Zirid and Hammadid branches,
and even the Ibadi Rust amid state. As for the Kutama tribe, it formed the
main force supporting the Fatimids both as a state and a religious doctrine.
Meanwhile, the Sanhaja tribe emerged as a political and religious power
during the 4th and 5th centuries AH, transitioning to authority by founding
the Zirid and Hammadid states, and unifying the Central Maghreb under the
doctrine of the people of Medina (Dar al-Hijrah).
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