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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the concept of masculinity within the Algerian
context and its role in shaping male identity, employing a sociological approach
and anthropological analysis. It demonstrates that masculinity in Algeria is not a
fixed biological reality but rather a complex social construct formed through the
interplay of historical, cultural, and religious factors.

The study reveals the persistence of traditional representations of
masculinity, centered around physical strength, financial provision, and control
over family decisions, alongside the emergence of new tendencies among
younger generations that embrace notions of partnership and equality. It
highlights a tension between conventional expectations of Algerian men and
their lived experiences, leading to a crisis of masculine identity manifesting in
various forms such as domestic violence, the adoption of feminist ideologies, or
irregular migration.

Historically, the traditional model has contributed to maintaining family
cohesion and shaping national identity. However, it now generates
psychological and social challenges and impedes progress toward gender
equality. Attitudes toward masculinity vary according to age and educational
level, with younger and more educated individuals displaying greater openness
to contemporary gender roles.

The study concludes that masculinity in Algeria is undergoing a
transitional phase and recommends the development of awareness programs
aimed at helping men adapt to ongoing changes. It advocates for a more
inclusive redefinition of masculinity that retains its positive values while
embracing emotional expression and human vulnerability.

Keywords: representations, masculinity, culture, personality, society.
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