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Summary

The International Criminal Court was the culmination of the idea that
there could be international punishment through which nations sought to
impose the rule of law and respect for international conventions that
included the foundations of international humanitarian law. It is not
logical to codify a law without establishing a power to punish those who
violate it¢ so that law will lose its authority towards States and individuals.
Because the Court is competent to try individuals and these individuals
belong to sovereign States« the desire of the international community to
deter criminals must be combined with the internal desire of States to
impose their authority on their nationals. Despite the diversity of referral
methods« which increases the chances of international justice in pursuing
criminals¢ the ICC has been a court of last resort to pursue breaches of
humanitarian law. However« political pressures hinder the ICC & apos; s
performance of its mission because the international will never be in
agreement with the work of the ICC while the world is divided into
ideological and economic alliances. While material interests are the
building block of current international relations¢ the application of
international law will continue to be. threatened by
ineffectiveness if force continues to prevail over law .
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