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Abstract:

Mohammed Arkoun approaches the subject of Orientalism with a critical and
deconstructive  perspective, wielding a comprehensive and profound
understanding of both Islamic and western intellectual traditions. He identified
Orientalism as an academic field with positives that are matched by its complex
negative. This can be seen in his books and articles; despite not dedicating a
single book specifically to Orientalism, Arkoun has made references to it through
his criticism of its methods and assertions. Simultaneously, he recognizes the
importance of Orientalist discourse in generating critical questions that urge
Islamic thought towards renewal and ljtihad (independent reasoning). His works
are founded on the necessity of re-reading heritage through a rational and
objective perspective, aiming to present a modern interpretation of Islamic
heritage and thought. Nonetheless, Arkoun was not spared from the stinging
arrows of criticism targeting his bold critical approach, especially in his
approaches that touched upon the sanctity of texts and sparked intense debates
over the rational and objective validity in interpreting traditional and religious
beliefs. This led to him being labeled an Orientalist, a term that elicits various
viewpoints adopted by some and criticized by others.

Keywords: Orientalism, practical Islamics, Islamic reason.
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