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Abstract
Zaki Najib Mahmoud, a prominent Arab intellectual, sought to reconcile
the rich heritage of Arab-Islamic civilization with the modern era. His
vision was to forge a synthesis that would embrace modernity while
preserving the essential core of Arab culture. Mahmoud advocated for an
'intermediate compromise solution" that would strike a balance between
blind obedience to tradition and wholesale westernization. His theory
posits that Arab societies can selectively adopt beneficial aspects of
modernity while retaining their authentic cultural identity and values. This
approach has profound implications for navigating the complexities of
the modern world while maintaining a connection to the Arab-Islamic
heritage. £Mahmoud's ideas offer a framework for engaging with
modernity on Arab societies' own terms, thereby contributing to the

broader discourse on cultural authenticity and progress.

Keywords: Arab-Islamic heritage, modernity, cultural identity, Zaki Najib

Mahmoud
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