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Abstract

This study aims to assess the extent of university professors' use of open
access sources of information in scientific research, as well as to identify the
main obstacles and challenges they face.

In this study, a simple random sample of professors from the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences at EI-Oued University was selected. The
sample includes four disciplines: History, Media and Communication
Sciences, Psychology, and Sociology, totaling 50 professors. We used a
questionnaire divided into two parts: the research data section and the
hypotheses axis section, with each axis consisting of both open-ended and
closed-ended questions.

This study found that university professors are knowledgeable about and
familiar with the concept of open access to information, relying on these tools
from digital repositories, websites, journals, research platforms, and choosing
the gold open access mechanism for accessing information. They consider the
use of these tools crucial in scientific research, publishing peer-reviewed
articles, authoring books, depositing scientific research, and enhancing
scientific communication among themselves. However, they face a range of
difficulties and obstacles, including language barriers and challenges in using
computer technology. These obstacles hinder their optimal use of the new
open access movement for scholarly publishing.

Keywords: open access, use, university professor, information, scientific
research, EI-Oued, Algeria.
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