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Summary of the Research



Chapter One:
This chapter, entitled Structuralism and Narration, is limited to the theoretical side of the research as it is
divided into two main sections:

1. Structuralism:

This section attempts to provide the definition of “structure” linguistically as wall
terminologically. There is a reference to the fact that most of the critics and scholars agree on the idea that
that “structure” is not one component like atom. Instead, it is a group of elements that are internally
interrelated through special bonds.

Moreover, throughout the accumulation and examination of the definitions of structuralism, this
research has come up with the conclusion that it is a neutral critical approach. This is because it seeks to
describe and analyze the elements that make up the literary text in an objective and sincere scientific way.

At the end of this section, the researcher has come across the main schools and the scientific circle
that set up the first foundations of this approach, such as Russian Formalism, Circle of Prague, and the
French School.

Finally, there has been a reference to the main shortcomings of this approach: its excessive

emphasis on form as well as its negligence of the author, historical context, and meaning.

2. Narration:
This section consists of four main sections:

e Concept of Narration: In this section, the researcher has come up with the conclusion that
“narration” is a set of techniques, i.e. events, deeds, revelations, and characters that together
constitute the narrative craft.

e Genesis of Narratology: There has been a reference to what most of the scholars have agreed upon
in this field: thanks to the Russian formalists that this discipline emerged.

e Components of Narrative Discourse: In this section, there has been an attempt to define the

narrator (addresser or teller of the story), narrative (story), and narrate (reader).
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Narrative Techniques: In the investigation of the narrative techniques (time, space, and

characters), the researcher has noted a number of significant points:

- The novel is mainly a time-based art. That’s why time is considered as one of the most
important components of the narrative.

- Space is one of the intrinsic pillars of the narrative construction.

- No component of the components of narration has been overlooked like characterization.

Chapter Two:

Throughout this chapter, there has been an attempt to discuss the issue of time in the novels of Ibrahim

Saadi. Accordingly, the chapter has been divided into two sections:

Time in the Story: This study has concluded that the author employs in his novels a number of
historical clues that directly refers to the time of the occurrence of the events, such as The
Algerian Revolution, Independence Day, Dark Decade, etc.

Discursive Time: This section examines the following:

1. Flash-Back: It has been noticed that external flash-back dominates internal flash-back: the
percentage of the former is 65 % and the latter’s percentage is 35 %.

2. Anticipation: A close reading and examination of the three novels that Ibrahim Saadi does not
anticipation in its strict sense, except for very few cases.

3. Recapitulation: There has been a notorious notice of the almost absence of this technique in
his novels The Rejected and Looking for Amel Al-Ghabriny, which could be attributed to the
author’s tendency a similar technique called ellipsis.

4. Pause: This is one of the narrative (time) techniques the pervades his literary works. One may
attribute it to the author’s excessive tendency towards the description of places and characters.

5. Ellipsis: It has been noticed that
a) itisclosely related to flash-back technique, i.e. most of the texts that include ellipsis were

flashbacked.

b) It almost excludes the recapitulation technique.
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6. After reading the conversational scenes in the examined novels, the researched has concluded
that they have three functions: definitional function, conclusive function, and dramatic

emphasis.

Chapter Three:

Like the previous chapters, this chapter consists of two sections:

Open Places: These have been defined as any public space frequented by people at any time

without any condition, such as town, village, street, district, road, etc.

Among the places that have been studied in this section, one could enumerate:

1. Town: It has been found out that the town is one the open places that is hostile to the author.

2. Village or hamlet: Ibrahim Saadi, in his novels, is unquestionably fond of the aforementioned
locations. Thus, one he could be considered a rural author par excellence.

3. Café: It could be noted this place stands for suffering, oppression, and racism.

4. Street: It is one of the open places present in the narrative works in which events take place in
towns or villages as in the novel The rejected.

5. District: In the novels of Ibrahim Saadi, the district has very negative associations, in the sense
that it is often portrayed as miserable quarters inhabited by poor people, criminals, and
robbers.

6. Road: This location in the examined novels stands for self-enclosedness, isolation, and self-
opinionatedness.

7. Closed locations: They refer to limited places in terms of surface, components, such as home,
room, school, hotel, jail, etc. Among the closed locations that have been discussed in this
section are:

a) Home: The home in Saadi’s literary works is portrayed as an active character that
influences it dwellers and is affected by them as well, which could be detected in Mrs.

Rosana’s house and the house where Amel Al-Ghabriny was born and grown up.
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b) Room: The room in the examined novels is portrayed as a disgusting and hostile place for
human beings.

c) School: The author has incorporated this place in the list of hostile places. In oing so, he
perhaps intended to condemn the intrusion of snobbish Europeans, who polluted, through
his irresponsible bad behaviour, this sacred scientific space.

d) Hotel: In the investigated corpora, Hotels are silent and empty places that suggest a sense
of isolation, cruelty, and death.

e) Jail: The jail in the novels of Ibrahim Saadi turns from a closed punitive and penal
institution to a safe and friendly location that provides protection and immunity for its

dwellers.

Chapter Four:
This chapter, which is entitled Characterization in the Novels of Ibrahim Saadi, follow the same
patterning model of the three previous chapters as it consists of two main sections:

e Characterization:

As has been mentioned earlier, critics use the term “characterization” to refer to the methods that
the author follows in order to introduce to readers via the narrator, another character, or self-
description.

The researcher has already concluded in the practical parts of this research that the first and
second methods are the most frequently used methods in the novels of Ibrahim Saadi.

As for the third method, it has been employed only in one novel, i.e. the novel The Revelation of
the Man Who Came from Darkness.

e Classification of Characters:

Characters in the novels of Ibrahim Saadi are categorized into two categories:
1. Major Characters: They refer to characters who perform the role of the hero in the novel, such as

Ahmed in The Rejected; Amel Al-Ghabriny, Wannas Khadhrawi, and Mahdi Al-Maazani in
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Looking for Amel Al-Ghabriny; and Mansour Nuaaman in The Revelation of the Man Who Came
from Darkness.
Minor Characters: These are characters that undertake only a subsidiary function in the novel,
whether it is a catalytic or anticatalyst for the hero, whether involved in the events or distanced,
such as Mary, Lina, and Rosan in the novel The Rejected; and Moh sheriff, Halima, and Modibou
Brara Touri in Looking for Amel Al-Ghabriny; and Dhaouia, Clyderman, and Wardia in The
Revelation of the Man Who Came from Darkness.

This class of characters is, in turn, categorized into three categories:
a) a category that assists heroes in novels, such as Rosana, Halima, and Clyderman.
b) a category that is hostile to novels, such as Mary, the Headmistress of School, and Abdellatif.

c) aneutral category such as Lina, Liliana, and Nassira.
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