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Abstract:

The studydealtwith the subject of the forms and practices of occasional gift in
Algerian society, whichaims to identify the forms and practices of gift on various occasions
within the local community and itsrelationship in determining the so-calledsymbolic cultural
interaction betweenindividuals in their social relations.

The problem of the studywas as follows: What are the forms and practices of the
occasional gift in the Algerian society of Biskra as a model?, to include the followingsub-
questions:

- What are the manifestations of this practice in the studied society?

- Whatis the relationshipbetween the practice of the gift and the social and
cultural construction of the local community?

- What are the underlyingreasons for the continuation of this practice in
society?

We have relied on the ethnographicapproach as itisappropriate for the study, sowe
chose the Biskra region as an area for fieldresearch to includeoursample of 15 individuals,
including 11 females and 04 males. Accordingly, weused the techniques of observation
(direct, participation) and interview, whichallowed to collectfield data in order to study the
researchobjectively, and to contribute to achieving the desiredresearch objectives. It
wasconcludedthat the gift is a total phenomenon, according to Marcel Moss, as itincludes all
areas of human and social life for the individual, especially in the context of exchange,
whether cultural or economic, whichisgoverned by a set of social values and customs
withsymbolic connotations. Finally, wefindthat the practice of the gift has
severalformsthatdifferaccording to the occasion in whichitisheld, and itis a
continuousphenomenon no matter how itsappearance changes, but its essence remains
constant and untouched by change.
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